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Origin of IDEM's Pollution Prevention Program

In 1990 the Industrial Pollution Prevention and Safe Materials Act was passed and signed
into law. The Act, as amended in 1997, is designed to shift Indiana's environmental
protection effort from an emphasis on pollution control to one that focuses on the more
environmentally and economically sound approach of pollution prevention. On July 1,
1990, IDEM Office of Pollution Prevention and Technical Assistance (OPPTA) formally
began operations.

OPPTA is responsible for integrating pollution prevention as a voluntary option into the
regulatory process, providing technical assistance, maintaining a technical resource
center, and conducting broad-based educational programs.

The OPPTA Pollution Prevention program works closely with the

Clean Manufacturing Technology and Safe Materials Institute.  The Institute
serves as the state's focal point for coordinating and deploying technical assistance,
outreach, education, planning services and research to facilitate the adoption of pollution
prevention/clean manufacturing strategies by Indiana manufacturing facilities.

How is OPPTA assisting Indiana to move towards Pollution Prevention?
OPPTA:
• Incorporates pro-active, and voluntary pollution prevention, initiatives within the

regulatory programs of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management;
• Provides confidential, regulatory, and pollution prevention technical assistance;
• Administers the annual "Governor's Awards for Excellence in Pollution Prevention;
• Coordinates challenge grants for pollution prevention case studies and pilot projects;
• Promotes the advantages of pollution prevention through educational endeavors;
• Maintains a technical resource and referral service for pollution prevention

information.

To Learn How You Can Benefit From Pollution Prevention,
Call IDEM /OPPTA, Toll Free at: 1-800-988-7901 ext. 2-8172.

For a copy of the state's beautiful poster honoring National Pollution Prevention
Week, call (800) 988-7901 ext. 2-8172 or (317) 232-8172 or respond via email to:
The Office of Pollution Prevention and Technical Assistance.
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